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PREFACE. 


HE following Sermon was 
preached with a fincere De- 
en of fixing in the Minds of its 
Hearers, ſuch a rational Account 
of Regeneration, or the New Birth, 
according to the Scriptures, as might 
engage them in an uniform Courſe of 
Piety in this, and entitle them, 
through the Merits of Chriſt, 70 the 
Enjoyment of eternal Happineſs in 
a future State: And it is now pub. 
liſhed for the more ſucceſsful Fur- 
therance of the ſame beneficial Ends. 
It hath been always, and very juſt- 
ly, obſerved, that the irregular 
Lives of Chriſtians are not owing 
fo much to their Ignorance of what 
1s morally Good or Evil, as to a ſe- 
cret vain Perſuaſion of obtaining 
the divine Favour, and, in Conſe- 
quence of That, future Happineſs, 
| A 2 built 


built upon ſomething excluſive of, 
and ſeparated from, a conſcientious 
Practice of Virtue and Religion. 
And indeed as Novelty and Afſu- 
rance, in theſe licentious Days, at- 
tract the unſtable Minds and Af. 
fections of the Populace ; /o a ſen- 
Able Feeling, within themſelves, thoſe 


rapturous Illuminations which few 


or none can properly deſeribe, and, 


pretending to enjoy what neither 


Reaſon or the Nature of Things re- 


quire, is confidently affirmed to be 
ſufficient to put Men of all Con- 
ditions. into a State. of Salvation : 
And conſequently, ſubſtituted in the 
Place of a regular Obedience 70 
God's Commandments. In Support 
of which Affirmation, the admired 


Teachers of ſuch Doctrines aſſert, 


That Men, in all Stations, at leaſt 
Their Followers, are juſtify d before 
God merely by an Act of Faith in 
Chriſt, without any Regard to good 

| _ » Works, 
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Works, either paſt, preſent, or to 
RT RED 
The Abſurdity and ill Effect of 
theſe new and unſcriptural Doc- 
trines, tagether with the Folly of an 
inconſiſtent and partial Obedience 
to the expreſs Rules and Precepts of 
the Goſpel, I have endeavoured to ſet 
forth in the following Diſcourſe ; 
which is made publick,. not out of 
any fond Perſuafion of its own Im- 
portance or Value, but rather that, 
as a faithful Steward of the Myſte- 
| ws ries 
* Mr. IWhitefiold's Journal at Londm, p. 2. And 
likewiſe his Journal at Eveſbam in Marceſterſbire; in 
which he thus ſpeaks, concerning a Gentleman of 
that Town, Mom God, to uſe his Own Words, hath. 
very lately been pleaſed to call by his free Grace. Be- 
Bald, fays he, here was One who conſtantly attended on 
the Means of Grace (by which I preſume Mr. V. 
means publick Worſhip, hearing the Mord preached, and 
receiving the Hoy Sacrament) exact in his Morals, hu-. 
mane and courteous in his Converſation, who gave Much 
in Alms, was frequent in priyate Duties; and yet, as 
Mr. N. proceeds to acquaint us, fill about fix Weeks 
' ago, When God ſent a poor travelling Woman (that came 
thither to fell Straw Toys) to inſtruct this Gentleman in 
the Nature of our Second Birth, he was as N of 


any ſaving,” experimental Knowledge in Jeſus Chriſt, as 
e on whom His Name was never called, Page 81. 
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ries of Chriſt Jeſus, I might not ap- 


pear to fland by unconcerned, or look 
on in Silence, when the reſtleſs De- 
ceivers of the People make it their 
daily Buſineſs to fill the Heads of 
the Ignorant and Unwary with wild 
perplexive Notions, he better to 
form their Behaviour and Manners 
according to their own pernicious, 
but gaintul Model. 
With this honeſt Intention I have 
publiſhed what occurred to my 
Thoughts upon. the Subject of Rege- 
neration, or the New Birth, highly 
neceſſary to be ſet in a proper Light, 
when ſo palpably miſrepreſented by 
ſubtle and defigning Men. What 
Reception a Diſcourſe of this Ma- 
ture may meet with, in an Ape ſo 
fond of Novelty, and fo much in- 
fluenced by Outward Shew and Art- 
ful Repreſentations, I am entirely 
unconcerned. I have ſincerely done 
my Duty without any finifter or 
reproach- 
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PRE FACE. w 
reproachful Views : And, from all 


fri Adberers to Peace and Order, 
as well as from all true Lovers of 


divine Worſhip in the Beauty of 


Holineſs, I promiſe myſelf Candour 
and Indulgence, what Imperfections 


ſoever may attend this Performance, 


which appears abroad for the com- 
mon Benefit : By endeavouring to 
render Mankind, the laborious and 
mechanick Part thereof more eſpeci- 
ally, better Husbands, and more uſe- 


ful to Society, by giving them an Op- 


portunity of confidering how greatly 
they break in upon all relative Du- 


ties, and the Benefits of Social Lite, 


by daily aſſembling themſelves in 


Troops upon Hills, and the Neigh- 


bouring Commons, under a vain 
Pretence of ſerving God more ac- 
ceptably; who requires no ſuch ex- 
traordinary Service at their Hands : 
Becauſe all ſuch Service is contrary 


fo common Decency, Unanimity, 
and 


fi PREFACE 


amd good Order, a Contempt of the 
eſtabliſhed Places of Worſhip in 
their own Pariſhes, and manifeſily 
= * . ends to the certain Prejudice of 
5 Themſelves and their Families: Upon 
| whom, if they continue to purſue 


fuch Unwarrantable Meaſures, Po: 
J verty, to 1e the Words of Solomon, y 
| | will come as one that travelleth, 
; 
b 


and Want as an armed Man; and, 

under ſuch Circumſtances, where, 

| alas I muſt they ſeek Relief but from 
j the common Charge 7 the reſpec- 
tive Pariſhes to which they belong ? 

Ob therefore, that ſuch Over-righ- | 
I teous Perſons were ſo truly wiſe, ar. 
to underſtand theſe Things; that they 
would ſeriouſly confider the fatal 
Conſequences of the Meaſures they 
purſue ; and, that they would, in 
Juſtice 20 themſelves, and Pity to 
their Dependants, act no more ſo 
- contrary to ſound Reaſon, and the 
= Honour of the eſtabliſhed Religion. 
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St. J oN Ul. 5. 


Feſus anſwered, Verily, verily, I 
Jay unto thee, Except a Man be 
born of Water, and of the Spirit, 
- he cannot enter into the Kingdom 


7 God. 


1 


Y; Text contains 3 Part of that 
Conference between our Bleſſed 
Lord and Nicodemus, an emi- 
nent Phariſee, and a Chief 
Ruler amongſt the Fews ; who, 'tis rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, was led to viſit this Di- 
vine Teacher, not merely out of Curioſity, 
but with an honeſt Intent, to be more 
fully ſatisfied concerning the Truth and 
Importance of his Doctrines; which he 
himſelf ſaw confirmed by Signs, and Mon- 
ders, and divers Miracles : From the Con- 
ſideration whereof he became inwardly per- 


ſuaded, that the Teacher of ſuch impor- 


tant Doctrines, thus eſtabliſhed, was an 
3 Perſon ſent from Heaven, for 
B the 
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as Inſtruction and Benefit of Mankind. 


Rabbi, ſays he, We know that thou art a 
Teacher come from God; becauſe no Man can 


do the Miracles which thou aft, * God 


be with bim. 


| This 8 led the Holy 
Jeſus into a Diſcourſe, not only concern- 
ing the Truth of his Doctrines, but like- 
wile what Qualifications were neceſſary for 
obtaining that future and endleſs: Hap- 
pineſs, which he was manifeſted in our 
Nature to procure for all ſuch Per- 
18 as ſhould be admitted intò the Fel- 

of his Holy Religion; and, a- 
an others, concernin the Nature of 
Re generation, or that ew and Second 


Bath, without which no Perfon "whatſ6- 


ever muſt pretend to become his Diſciple 
dere, or enjoy the Benefit and Happineßs, 
conſequent thereupon, in a future State. 
A Point of Dectrine which deſerves our 
greater Attention and Regard; becauſe M- 
codemus, à Maſter of Mael, had conceived 
this Spiritual Birth to be an Event as un- 
likely to be brought about, as that of go- 


ing a ſecond Time through the Courſe 6f 


atural One. Which extravagant Way 
of 
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of judging, concerning this important Af- 
fair, our Bleſſed Lord condeſcended to rec- 
tify, by making him ſenſible, that a Man's 
being born a ſecond Time alter a natural 
W will be of no Significancy or Ad- 
vantage to his ſpiritual Condition; becablſe, 
as 1 argues, Verſe the ſixth of this Chap- 

That which is born of the Fleſh, is 
Fu, ; and that which is born of the Spirit, 
7s Spirit: Or, in other Words, Fleſh can 
only produce Fleſh ; but to bring forth a new 
Spirit, tis neceſſary that the vital Principle 
likewiſe be ſpiritual. 

And what Difficulty ſoever this Ruler 
in J/ael might conceive, in aſſenting to 
the Reality of this wondrous Event; for- 
aſmuch as neither the Cauſe, or Manner of 
its Operation, fell under the Notice of. his 
bodily Senſes ; yet the Holy Jeſus expreſly 
aſſures him, in the Words before us, that 
Regeneration, or the New Birth, is the only 
ſure Condition of Mens Acceptance with 
the Almighty ; and a Qualification indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary for procuring an En- 
trance into the Kingdom of Heayen. Fe/s 
anſwered, Verily, verily, T ſay unto thee, Ex- 
cht a Man be born of Water and the Spi- 
B 2 rit, 


[4] 
rit, be can't enter into the Kingdom of God. 
The better to explain and improve this 


Portion of Scripture to our common Bene- 


fit, it will be expedient for me to inlarge 
upon it in the following Method: | 


I. By enquiring into the Nature of Re- 
generation, or that New Birth, ef- 
fected by Water and the Spirit; here 
mentioned as a proper Qualification 
for gaining Admittance into the King- 
dom of Heaven. 


II. By endeavouring to make you ſenſi- 
ble, that unleſs we are thus born of 
Water and the Spirit, we cannot gain 
Admittance into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, | 


III. By laying before you ſome proper 
Marks or Evidence, whereby we 
may all, upon examining into our 
ſpiritual Condition, know whether 
we are of that happy Number which 
are thus regenerated; and conſequent- 
ly entitled, through the Merits of 
Chriſt, to Admittance into the King- 
dom of Heayen, 

| Firſt 
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a, 3 | 
his #3 Firſt then, Regeneration, or that New 
ne- Birth, neceſſary to qualify Men for en- 
ge tring into the Kingdom of Heaven, is, ac- 
* cording to the Account given of it in our 
J Liturgy, a Death unto Sin, and a Life un- 
_ of to Righteouſneſs : For being by Nature born 
ef. in Sin, and the Children of Wrath ; we are 
re by Baptiſm made the Children of Grace. 
on | From this ſpiritual Relation, we derive a 
'S” | fare Title to all the Privileges and Bleſſings | 
of the Covenant, into which, by our | 
is. | Sureties, we enter with Almighty God in 4 
of ' that ſacred Ordinance; which is called by 4 
Eo our Saviour the being born of Water, and 14 
of {| was intended for a Sign or Means of our 4 
being afterwards born of the Spirit, by du- | 
ly improving, when we come to Years of 
per Maturity and Diſcretion, that Meaſure of 
we divine Grace, ready to be imparted to us, - 
dur as Occaſions require, to all the Purpoſes \ 
her of holy Living. Upon which Account 
ich our holy Church, immediately after any 
nt- Perſon is baptized, gives Thanks to Al- 
of mighty God, and acknowledges him a mer- g 
g- ciful Father, for having been pleaſed to re- | 


| * the Perſon, then newly baptized, 1 
= 2 * with 1 
| 


with his Holy Spirit, to receive him for his 
own Child by Adoption, and to incor porate 
him into his holy Church. 

For our better underſtanding the Nature 
of this Doctrine, fo neceſſary to be prac- 
tiſed in order to Salvation, it will be pro- 


per to conſider the Fu We” Rites and a 


ſtant Uſages of the Fews : Among whom it 


was a Practice, we read *, whenever they 


proſelyted a Heathen to their Religion, to 
give him Admiſſion into the Church, and a 


Claim to the Privileges of Fudai ſin, by Cir- 
cumciſion, Baptiſm, and a Peace-Offering, 


And, in Conſequence of his being admit- 
ted to ſuch Privileges, and a Place given 


him amongſt the true J/aclites, New-born 


Was 


*The Hraeclites, as the learned Dr. Hammond ob- 
ferves- from the Jetoiſb Talmud, do not enter into 
Covenant with God, but by theſe three Things, Cir- 
cumciſian, Baptiſm, and a Peace-Offering ; and their 
Proſelytes likewiſe. Now, ſuch Perſons, as were thus 
initiated into Fudaiſm, diſcarded all their former Re- 
Htions ; not only their former Behaviour and Manner 
of Worſhip, as the ſame Talmud expreſſes it, but like- 
wiſe their Relations of Kindred and e ; 
and came forth as if they were born of a new Mother, 
So that he, who was related to the proſelyted Perſon 
before, ecaſcd to be ſo accounted by him afterwards. 


7 1 

was the uſual Title and Character by 
they diſtinguiſhed him. In Conformity to 
3 this Manner of making Proſe tes, we may 
7 reaſonably believe, our Sayiour inſtituted 
the Sacrament .of Baptiſm, as a certain 
cuſtomary Rite or Ceremony, which ſhould 
; conſtantly attend the Admiſſion of Chil- 
dten and Proſelytes into the Chriſtian 
Church; as the Fews admitted theirs by 
E i Baptiſm, Circumeifion, and a Peace-Offer- 
7 | ing. And whereas the being admitted 


8 3 
1 
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into the. Fellowthip of this holy Church 
dy Baptiſm gives every Chriſtian a proper 
p Claim to all the ſeveral Rights and Privi- 


, leges thereunto belonging, — the Ac 
? 2 fiftance of the Holy Spirit is a peculiar 
1 2 and the greateſt and moſt valuable of 
— If therefore every baptized Perſon 
< chtly and duly i improves the kind Offers 
7 of Aſſiſtance given him by the Holy Spi- 
IJ 7, and 1 Wld blows up the firſt 
1 1 Sparks of divine Grace into a holy and 
* petrſevering Flame, the better to be en- 
& } abled to perform his baptiſmal Vow and 
5 1 Covenant: He certainly may, upon theſe 


oy Accounts, be properly faid 20 be born, not 
6. : Ka of-Water, but of the Spirit. 


Oo 


Why 


* 8] 

Why our - rightly improving the AMC 
tance of the Holy Spirit ſhould be ex- 
preſſed by being born of the. Spirit; no 
Perſon can be at a Loſs for a fubſtantial 
Reaſon, who ſeriouſly conſiders, that, as in 


all Ordinary Productions, the Thing born 


receives the Nature and Reſemblance of 
That, from whence its Being was derived: 
So the Holy Scripture, in Alluſion thereto, 


repreſents Mankind as born either of God 


or Satan, according as they are either act- 
ed by the Principles of divine Grace, of 


governed by the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, 


and the Wiles of Satan. | In this, fays St. 
Jobn *, the Children of God are manifeſt, 


nd the Children of the Devil : Whoſcever 
doth not Rigbteonſnſt, though he hath been 
'baptized, yet cannot properly be fad to be 
born of the Spirit. 


That this Account of Regeneration, or 


the New Birth, agrees exactly with our 


Saviour's Meaning by being born again 


ſeems evident, from that other Part of 


his Diſcourſe with Nicodemus, upon this 


Subject: Who, having formed a wrong 
Notion of this Doctrine „ with ſome 


Emotion 


* 1 Jahn iii. 10. 


[9] 
Emotion and Surprize enquired, | How 
can theſe Things be? To whom our Sa- 
viour replies, Are you a Maſter of Ifrael, 
aud know not theſe Things ? Or, in other 
Words, Are you a Doctor of the Jewiſh 
Sanhedrim, and ignorant of the Cuſtoms and 
Practices of your own Nation? Can a Per- 
ſon of your diſtinguiſhed Senſe and Judg- 
ment be unacquainted with that Expreſ- 
ſion, New-born ? A Charactet under which 
every | Heathen, proſelyted to the Fewiſb 
Religion, was always repreſented. Mar- 
wel: not therefore, that T ſay unto yu, ye 


muſt be born again. Eſpecially when you 
conſider, that This is only taking upon 


yourſelf the Name and Character of your 
Own Proſelytes: Which you muſt ſolemnly 
do firſt by Water, in that Sacrament of 
Baptiſm which I intend ſhortly to inſti- 
tute; and afterwards, the better to inforce 
that introductory Part of the New Bzrth, 
by the Holy Spirit likewiſe: A competent 
Meaſure of whoſe divine Gifts will be im- 
parted .to every good Chriſtian, in order to 
aſſiſt him in the due Diſcharge of thoſe 
ſeveral 1 important Duties, to which his Bap- 

1 C tiſmal 
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23 


1 
tiſmal Vow and Covenant ſtrictly oblige 
bim 


Saviour to be a proper Qualification for 


gaining Admittance into the Kingdom of 


Heaven; ſo may we reaſonably conclude, 


from what hath been urg d in this Particu- 


lar, that, the Waſhing of Baptiſm outward- 


ty, and the inward Sanctiſication of the 


Holy Ghoſt, are the chief and only Princi- 
ples upon which this neceſſary Qualifica- 


tion can properly be raiſed. Which natu- 
_ leads me to the Conſideration of my 


Second Head, under which I ſhall-endea- 
vour to make you ſenſible, that, unleſs we 


are thus born of Water and the Spirit, we 


cannot poſſibly gain Admittance into the King- 
dom of Heaven. The Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, in Scripture-phraſe, ſignifies ſome- 
times the Perfection of Happineſs in a 
future State, and ſometimes the Practice of 
Virtue in the Fellowſhip. of the Chriſtian 
Church, and ſometimes both of them to- 
gether : : Theſe being One, and the Same 

I Thing 


As therefore a Man's being born of 
Water and' the Spirit 1s declared by our 
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M 
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Thing in Reality, and differing only in 
Time and Degree. For Almighty God 
purſues one uniform and regular Deſign of 
bringing all Mankind to Virtue and Hap- 
pineſs, which muſt always be conſidered 


as inſeparable from each other ; ſince the 


Good begin their Heaven upon Earth, and 
finiſh hereafter what was imperfe& here, 
For Virtue is the only ſure Foundation of 
true Happineſs, and Happineſs is, both in 
the Nature of Things, and by divine Ap- 


pointment, the genuine Fruit and Effect 


of Virtue; differing from each other but 
as Seed- Time from Harveſt, or as Child- 


hood from Man's Eſtate: Virtue being 


the Ground and Principle of Happineſs, 
growing up and improving gradually to- 
wards the Perfection of Glory, when this 
Mortal ſball have put on Immortality. 
The Kingdom of Heaven, therefore, 
when it ſignifies both the State of Virtue, 
and the Perfection of Glory, cannot be 
ſaid to be uſed in different Senſes, but in 
its moſt proper and natural Significa- 
tion: And it is of little Importance in 
which of the two Senſes we occaſionally 


7 underſtand it, For if by the Kingdom 
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n 
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[ x2] 
of Heaven be meant the preſent State of 
the Goſpel, doubtleſs it is principally with 
Regard to its Improvement, and final Iſſue 
in a future State; and if thereby be under- 
ſtood the conſummate Glory and Happi- 
neſs of that State; this always pre- 
luppoſes the Eſtabliſhment and Practice 
of true Holineſs here upon Earth: Conſe- 
quently, we may reaſonably conclude, that 
both are included in thoſe Words of our 
Saviour to Nicodemus. Eſpecially if we 
conſider, . that what the Holy Jeſus calls 
being baptized with Water and the Spirit, 
St. Paul ſtyles a Belief of the Truth, and 
the Sanctification of the Spirit: And what 
that Sanctification is, the ſame Apoſtle 
more diſtinctly explains in his Epiſtle to 
the Chriſtians at Corintb. 2 ye not, 
ſays he, that the Unrighteous ſball not in- 
herit the Kingdom of Heaven: And ſuch 


were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed; but ye 


are ſanctiſied, in the Name of Feſus Chriſt, 
and by the Spirit of our God. Whereby 
Men of all Conditions, as he further ob- 


ſerves, become qualified for the Remiſſion of 


Sins, and gain a Title to that heavenly 
Kingdom, into which nothing that 1s unclean 


Can 
® © Cor. v. 9, oc. 
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— procure an Entrance; nothing that is 


L 287] 


not purified by the Waſhing of Regeneration, 
and the Renewal of the Holy Spirit : Ex- 
preſſions the very fame in Signification 
with thoſe uſed here by our Saviour: Which 
ſuppoſe a Death unto Sin, and a New Birth 
unto Righteouſneſs, as the proper Requilites 
for becoming Members of the Chriſtian 
Church, and Inheritors 'of that Happineſs 
prepared in Heaven for all true Believers. 
For being conceived in Sin, as the Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaks, and brought forth in Iniquity ; we 
are therefore by Nature the Children of 
Wrath; and conſequently can have no 
Claim to that Fulneſs of Joy, and thoſe 
Rivers of Pleaſure in God's Preſence, ex- 
cept we become regenerate in Baptiſm, are 
actuated by the Influence of the Spirit, and 
prove the Truth of theſe Qualifications by 
a Life of perfect Sincerity and undiſſembled 
Holineſs ;- according to that of our Saviour, 
Bleſſed are the Pure in Heart, for they, and 
they only ſhall, becauſe they alone are 
qualify'd to, ſee and enjoy their Creator to 
endleſs Ages. Zo The; , 
So that was a wicked unregenerate Per- 
ſon admitted to the beatifick Viſion , of 
| God 
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God in Heaven, he could not think him- 
ſelf happy, where every Thing would ap- 
pear ſo very oppoſite to his Temper and 
Senſe of Happineſs. An Aſſertion founded 
on that general, known Maxim, That all 
Pleaſure reſults from the Agreeableneſs of the 
Object; and its being ſuited to the Faculty and 
Taſte of the Party enjoying it. From whence 
'tis evident, that They underſtand not the 
Nature of true Happineſs, who expect or 
imagine they can attain it in any other 
Way. For, if Almighty God be the only 
valuable Object of our Happineſs, and the 
ſureſt Foundation of Delight and Friend- 
ſhip laid in a Similitude of Temper and 
Behaviour ; ſo long therefore as we con- 
tinue in an unregenerate State, and conſe- 
quently in a Temper and Behaviour re- 
moved from, and inconſiſtent with, true 
Holineſs and Virtue : Though we were ac- 
tually ſeated in Heaven amidſt Angels and 
Saints departed ; yet ſhould we, notwith- 
ſtanding, be incapable of enjoying any true 
or laſting Happineſs ; for Want of being 
transformed into the divine Nature and 
Image, by the Renewal of our Minde: That 
neceflary and effential Qualification for every 
- | ſuch 
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2 ſuch valuable Enjoyment. A Conſideration 
which ought to influence our Endeavours 
„ | to reſemble God in all his imitable Per- 


the Fedtions; ſince this is the only ſure Method 
af we can take; to ſecure his divine Favour 
5 at preſent, and become the joyful Partakers 
th of his tranſcendent Glory and Happineſs 

in a future State. Which brings me to lay 
before you, under my 


Third Head, ſome proper Marks or Evi- 
| dence, whereby we may all, upon examin- 
ing into our ſpiritual Condition, know, 
Whether we are of that happy Number 
which are thus regenerated ; and conſe- 
- quently entitled, through the Merits of 
3 Chriſt, to an Admittance into the King- 
dom of Heaven. For the Knowledge 
which Chriſtians have of their being in a 
State of Regeneration, and thereby entitled 
to an Admittance into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, will Never be ſo plainly convey'd 
to them by the Teſtimony of the Holy 
* Sprrzt, as to exclude, or render uſeleſs, thoſe 
* Outward Marks proper to ſatisfy them con- 
1 eerning the Reality of all ſuch neceſſary, 
d deſirable Knowledge. *Tis true, in- 


deed, 
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deed, ſays an Author of great Learning, tbe 
Holy Spirit convinces our Fudgment, raiſes 
in us good Inclinations, and gracioufly per- 
forms all other Offices neceſſary to Piety and 
Virtue. But theſe religious Offices he per- 
forms in us, and with us, and by us; and 
if the Scripture had not expreſly declared, 
that all the Good we do, in a religious Way, 
proceeds from Almighty God, e could nat, 
as the ſame Author goes on to argue, many 
Times diſtinguiſh | between the Motions of | 
His Spirit, and thoſe of our Own, Accord- | 
ingly St. John, we find, makes it his Buſi- 
neſs, throughout his firſt Epiſtle, - to lay 
down fuch proper. Marks and Characters, 
as might abundantly inſtruct the Chriſtians 
of that Time, concerning the true Nature 
of their Spiritual Condition. And accord- 
ingly we may aſſuredly know our own re- 
ſpective Circumſtances, and whether we 
ſtand in the Number of wicked or rege- 
nerate Perſons,. by ſeriouſly attending to 
the Evidence, which the following Particu- 
lars give to this Purpoſe. Which Evidence | 
properly conſiſts, 


Firſt, 


— 
I 
"4 2 * 
5 
Vowel ea. 
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9 
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Firſt, In e a conſtant and 
* Obedience to All God s Commands 


ments. 


* i Secondly, In ag This upon true Chri= 
and 1 ian Principles, and with the entire Con- 
red, currence of our Wills and Affections. 


Jay, : 0 

not, Thirdly, In perſevering, through the 
any ö whole Courſe of our Lives, in ſuch an 
) 4. 7 uniform and regular Obedience: Or, if we 
ord-. 


happen to fall from our Szedfa 72 in 


the Paths of Virtue, recovering ourſelves, 
lay by a timely and ſincere Repentance. 


Firſt, Tis a prop er Evidence of our be- 
ing in a State of Regeneration, when we 
maintain a conſtant and uniform Regard 
to All God's Commandments. There is no 
Perſon whatſoever, fo entirely loſt to Rea- 
ſon and Virtue, but what finds it for his 
Intereſt, and conſequently agreeable to his 
Inclinations, to obſerve Some of the divine 
Laws and Statutes; even whilit he allows 
1 \ himſelf in the Practice of this or the other 


| Favourite Vice, upon which Religion exer- 
| D ciſes 


1 


[ 781 
ciſes its Powers but feebly. But the truly 
regenerate Perſon takes the divine Com- 
mandments as he finds them laid before 
him; and never preſumes to diſpenſe with 
any one Precept or Injunction therein con- 
tained. | 

From hence holy David pleads his own 
Sincerity, and grounds his Hope of Accep- 
tance with the Almighty : Then ſhall J not 
be aſhamed, ſays he, when I have Reſpect 


unto All the divine Commandments, *T1s: 


This Evidence of our being regenerate, and 
this Claim to future Happineſs in Conſe- 
quence thereof, that our Saviour means, 
when telling his Diſciples, and in them all 
Chriſtians: You are my Friends, if you do 
Whatfoever I command you. And upon this 
Account St. James declares, thoſe Men de- 
ceive themſelves with groundleſs Pretences 
to Religion, who bridle not their Tongues ; 
what Conſcience or extraordinary Zeal ſo- 
ever they Occaſionally ſhew for other Du- 
ties. 

But although the Deceit here mentioned 


by the Apoſtle be peculiar to the Vices of 


the Tongue, beyond all other Irregulari- 
ties; yet Chriſtians, of what Denomination 
ſoever, 
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ſoever, Miſerably deceive themſelves, who 
regard not the Nature and Conditions of 
the New Birth, in their proper Extent and 
Latitude. Many, I am ſenſible, flatter 
themſelves with imaginary Notions of 


mortal and venial Sins: Others depend upon 
being ſaved from an Inward Feeling of the 


extraordinary Motions and Impulſes of the 
Spirit ; without any Regard to good Works, 
the ſure and proper Fruits of the Spirit : 
And a third Sort vainly hope, that a few 
Spots will eaſily be overlook'd in a Crowd 
of good Actions: Not conſidering that, by 
ſuch an inconſiſtent and partial Regard 
to the divine Commandments, they do not 
ſo properly ſubmit to God's as chooſe their 


Own Conditions; both of becoming Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, and enjoying endleſs Hap- 


pineſs, the Reward of that Diſcipleſhip. 
Quite contrary to that true Chriſtian Obe- 
dience, proper to recommend them to the 


divine Love and Friendſhip, which allows 


of no particular Favourite Inzquity, no 
ſingle Exception to the he Law. Which, 
to every diſpaſſionate and unprejudiced 


1 Perſon, furniſhes Proof ſufficient, that no 
s Man rm can be fatisfied he is born 
D 2 of 
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L 20 ], 
of Water and the Spirit, except his Heart 
ſincerely gives him that Teſtimony of the 
Plalmiſft, I hold ſtrait all God's Command- 
ments, and all falſe Ways J utterly abhor * 


Secondly, Another Mark or Character 
of our being regenerate, and conſequently 
born again of Water and the Spirit, is, the 
ſhewing an univerſal Regard to our Duty 
upon true Chriſtian Principles, and with 
the entire 'Concurrence of our Wills and 
Affections. 

The Principles, upon which Mankind 


act, in all Religious Caſes, are of ſuch very 


great Importance, that, without a due Re- 
gard to theſe certain Springs of Action, no 
Diſtinction can be properly made be- 
tween Vice and Virtue. Tis not fufficient 
therefore to perform the Duties of Chriſ- 
tianity, as the Phariſees did thoſe of the 
Jewiſh Law, to be ſeen of Men, to eſtab- 
lin a Reputation amongſt our Neigh- 
bours, or to ſerve ſome other ſuch Worldly 
View or Intereſt : Nor will any bare Ex- 
ternal Devotion or Worthip denominate us 
Perſons born of Water and the Spirit. The 

truly 


6 Plain cxix. 128. 
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| realy regenerate Perſon conſtantly acts up- 
on higher Principles, and much nobler 
8 Views: His inward Man always goes along 
with his external Conduct; he worſhips 


Gad in Spirit and in Truth, with Zeal and 
Fervency, no leſs than with bodily Geſtures; 
and he is careful to become pure in Heart, 
as well as in outward Appearance. 

' However wiſe therefore, or praiſe-wor- 

| thy we may fancy ourſelves, from obſerv- 
ing any Degree of Temperance or juſ- 
tice, Charity or Devotion whatſoever, ex- 
1 cluſive of an unfeigned Love for God 


8 and our Fellow - Chriſtians : Such a de- 


ſigning. formal Behaviour will amount to 
+ little true Religion. Becauſe Views, fo in- 


direct and ſelfiſh, are, in Reality, no better 
than counterfeit Shew and Pretence ; not ſo 


properly ſerving. God, as gratifying Our- 
ſelves. And therefore highly inconſiſtent 
vith that regular and uniform State of Re- 
generation; which conſtantly exalts Nature 
into Grace, and ſenſual Wiſdom into pure 
and undefiled Religion: Under an awful 
1 Senſe and Reverence for the Authority of 
that Divine Lawgiver, who hath ſtrictly 
commanded us to perform, Whatever we 

1 under- 
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[22 ] 
undertake in a Religious Way, heartily, as 
unto the Lord, and not unto Men, know- 
ing that of the Lord we ſhall ſurely re- 
ceive the due Reward of our Labours, if | 
We faint not, Upon which Account it 
will become us to examine our Spiritual 


Condition, 


. Thirdly, By that Other Part of the Evi- 
dence proper to ſatisfy us, Whether we 
ſtand in the Number of regenerate Per- 
ſons, ariſing from keeping the divine Com- 
mandments, not only out of a religious 
Principle, but likewiſe perſevering in ſuch 
an uniform and regular Obedience; or, if 
at any Time we happen to fall from our 
grace eh in the Paths of Virtue, re- 
covering ourſelves to our former Condition 
by a ſincere and timely Repentance. 
This Particular is the natural and eaſy 
Conſequence of what went before. Becauſe 
there can be no Security in judging of our 
Own, or determining upon any 
Man's Regeneration and New Birth other- 
wiſe, than from the general Deſign, and 
ſettled Courſe and Tenour of our Actions: 
1 the truly regenerate Perſon 


never 


ty 5 
, ＋ 
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4 never ſerves God by violent Heats and im- 


petuous Sallies, frequently interrupted, and 
often changed into Meaſures of a quite 


3 contrary Nature: But in All Caſes makes 
the inviolable Conſtancy of his Love fot 
Sad and his Neighbour give Teſtimony 
to the Zeal and Sincerity of what he 

1 profeſſes. And, when the fincere Chriſtian 


is directed to walk, like Zachary and Eli- 
zabeth, in all the Commandments of God 


.. blamelefs, this plainly intimates, that ei- 


ther to loſe Ground, or ſtand-ſtill Occaſio- 
nally, is a manifeſt Neglect of Duty. And 
the Compariſons of a Race, a Fight, and 
the like, make it evident, that the Prize is 
reſerved only for ſuch Perſons as run with 
Patience ; and that they muſt continue 


faithful unto Death, who expect to re- 


ceive a Crown of Life and Righteouſneſs. 
But fotaſmuch as the wiſeſt and beſt of 
God's Children are liable to offend, and 


1 conſequently want Power ſufficient always 
to ſtand upright; this indulgent Father 
7 hath therefore graciouſly provided for them 
4 
a proper and effectual Means of recovering 
9 | thernſelves, when, through Weakneſs or 


the ſovereign Remedy of Repentance, as 


Inad- 
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Tnadvertency they fail of continued Righ- 
teouſneſs, A Method of Indulgence not 
_ only exceeding kind and gracious in itſelf, 
but likewiſe moſt happy for Mankind in 
every State and Circumſtance of Life 
whatſoever. For what, alas! would be- 
come of the moſt circumſpe& and watch- 
ful Chriſtians, if there was no Place for 
Repentance and ſecond Thoughts: No Veil 
to be thrown over the Follies of Youth ; 
nor any Change and Amendment to be 
accepted, for the deliberate Offences of 
our riper Tears? Whereas now the Pro- 
miſe of Pardon and Acceptance, through 
the Merits of Chriſt, belongs to a ſincere 
Reformation : And every ſurprized and un- 
wary, every thoughtleſs and inconſiderate 
Sinner may always find Shelter, from the 
divine Wrath and Vengeance, in this City 
of Refuge ; provided he conſiders, and for- 
lakes the Evil of his Doings in due Seaſon. 
All which Abundantly proves, that Con- 
ſtancy, out of a religious Principle, in per- 
forming the Whole of our Duty, gives 
Certain Evidence of our Actually being in a 
State of Regeneration ; and that a ſpeedy 


and dutiful Return 10 God, after we have 


at 
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at any Time unhappily gone aſtray, is the 
ſureſt gry molt effectual Method of avoid- 
ing all Vicious Habits : The Only Things, 
according to the Tenour of the Gofpel, 
inconſiſtent with ſuch a deſirable and hap- 


py Condition, 


To ſum up the Whole. No Perſon, of 
what Dee or Condition ſoever, can be 
incorporated into Chriſt's holy Church, 
and admitted into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, the happy Privilege of ſuch an Incor- 
poration, except he be regenerate and Born 
anew of Water, and the Spirit. Of Water 
in the Sacrament of Baptiſm; and of the 
Spirit by the due Improvement of that 
Meaſure of divine Grace imparted to every 
true Believer, in order to aſſiſt him in the 
regular Diſcharge of his Baptiſmal Vow 
and Covenant, After what Manner the 
Holy Spirit helps our Infirmities, prevents 
Us in all Our Doings, and conſequently 
leads us into a State of Regeneration, is 
not eaſy to determine. The Wind bloweth, 
ſays our Saviour to Nicodemus, where it 
lifteth, and thou heareſt the Sound theredf ; 


but canſt not tell whence it cometh, or whi- 
E ther 


their Families, and Never ſuffer themſelves 


L260 


cher. it goeth: So, as he proceeds to argue, 


Is every one that is born of the Spirit. 


From this Compariſon, made by our Sa- 


viour between the Properties of the Wind, 
and the Work of Regeneration, it ſeems 
evident, that fincere Chriſtians, of every 
Denomination, may know Themſelves to 


be regenerate, as well as grafted into the 


Body of Chriſt's holy Church, from the 
Effects naturally attending their Second 
Birth, though the Cauſe and Progreſs of 


that Birth are not always viſible. Where- 


ſoever we ſee any Man maintaining a con- 


ſtant regular Courſe of Virtue, and purſu- 


ing religious Ends by proper and conſiſtent 


Methods, we may reaſonably, and ought 
indeed to pronounce ſuch a Perſon Fils of 


Mater and the Spirit; ſince every ſuch re- 


gular and unifoim Practice is the genuine 


Product of divine Grace, and the Influen- 


ces of the Spirit; and cannot, in the Rea- 
ſon and Nature of Things, be produced 
from any Other Principle. 
Let, therefore, the inferior Part of Man- 
kind ſtudy 70 be quiet, mind the proper 
Buſineſs of their Callings for the Benefit of 


I tO 
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to be carried into idle Expences of Time 


and Money, by every Wind of Doctrina, 


through the Subtlety or vain Pretences of 
ſuch Perſons, as Induftriouſly go about to 


deceive the Credulous and Unwary : And 


Jet Men of all Conditions thankfully im 
prove their ſeveral Gifts, whether aim 


or acquired, to the Purpoſes they were 


given; without vainly pretending to be 


more righteous than others, or wiſe. and 
knowing above what is written : Never flat- 


tering Themſelves, or endeavouring to im- 
pole upon Others, with imaginary abſtruſe 


Notions concerning any religious Point in 
Queſtion, contrary to the Perfection and 
Original Deſign of the Goſpe/. To the 
Law and the Teſtimony it is both our 
Duty and our Intereſt to bring all our rel;- 
gious Notions, and Conduct, as to an Un- 
alterable Standard ; And, as they agree with, 
or contradict this, determine concerning the 
Evil or Morality of them. For if we Oc- 
caſionally bring our religious Notions and 
Conduct to ſuch a reaſonable Trial; we 
ſhall thereby be qualified to form a better 
and more ſatisfactory Judgment of our Spi- 
ritual Condition, than from any ay” 
Vi 


Vifions or nete Revelations, 5 any viblene 
Pangs or 'Throws of Conſcience Antfolly 
repreſented, or any pompous exterhal'9hew - 
of Devotion, ſupported by Bodily. Aruftert- = 
ties of what Nature or Kind/ſoever: 
In a Word: Without Holineſ no Man 
ſhall ſee the Lord; but he that doth Righ- 
teouſneſs i is born of God. A New Creature is 
Faith, which worketh by Love: And the Frerith 
bf the Spirit are Peace, Long-Si 
Goadngſi, Temperance, Charity. If Our Hearts 
do not condemii us for any Difregard tb 
theſe bright influencing Virtues ; then may 
we conſtantly rejoice under a modeſt and 
well-grounded' Confidence, that, by thin 
having our. Fruit unto Holineſs, an Entrafict 
ſhall be rhiniſtred unto us Abundantly-into 
the everlaſting. Kingdom of God, the Fa- 
ther of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord: Who hath 
given us the ineſtimable Privilege" of be⸗ 
coming his Sons by Adoption in Baptiſm ; 
and graciouſly . to make us joint 
Heirs with Chriſt our Saviour in this Ever- 
laſting Kingdom; if we daily endeavour 
to be rene in Our Minds and Affections, 
through the __—_— of his _ 1 
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